
 Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical 
Safety – IFCS
WHAT IS THE IFCS?

It is a b road consensus-building mechanism that serves as a facilitato r and advocate aiming to 
b ring o rde r to global actions taken in the interest of global chemical safety. It functions as an 
accountability mechanism for its pa rticipants. The IFCS p rovides countries the oppo rtunity to place 
issues on the international agenda and emphasize special needs and conce rns with respect to 
imp roving chemicals management. All pa rticipants, including developing countries and NGOs, find 
it a useful mechanism to b ring emerging and contentious issues to the international agenda.

WHO IS THE IFCS?

IFCS is an alliance of all stakeholde rs conce rned with the sound management of chemicals 
ope rating on the basis of full and open pa rticipation of all pa rtners. It is a global platfo rm where 
governments, international, regional and national o rganizations, industry groups, public interest 
associations, labou r o rganizations, scientific associations and rep resentatives of civil society meet to 
build pa rtnerships, p rovide advice and guidance, make recommendations and monitor p rogress.

WHAT DOES IFCS DO?

The functions of the IFCS a re consultative and adviso ry, and include :

1 identification of p rio rities for coope rative action and facilitating this coope ration,
2 recommend conce rted international strategies,
3 p romoting strengthening of national chemicals management coo rdination mechanisms,
4 identifying gaps in scientific understanding,
5 p romoting information exchange and technical coope ration,



6 reviewing effectiveness of relevant ongoing activities,
7 advising governments in their work on chemical safety,
8 p romoting coope ration among governmental and nongovernmental o rganizations,
9 evaluate p rogress on agreed actions and recommendations.

Mo re Information: http://www.who.int/ifcs
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